
Second Grade Henri Rousseau Jungles !
Wow!  Second grade painted vibrant jungle 
scenes! We studied the French artist Henri 
Rousseau. He lived from 1844-1910, and was 
fascinated with the high tech things of the time 
(the Eiffel Tower, Zeppelins and hot air balloons, 
and airplanes) and the wildness of jungles! Even 
though he never visited the jungle, he learned and 
drew from observation by visiting natural history 
museums and greenhouses.  !!
We learned advanced color theory by mixing a 
variety of greens. We used compliments, tertiary 
colors, and tints and shades to make brownish 
green, blue-green, yellow-green, and light and 
dark green as well as many others. Then, like 
Henri Rousseau, we had a variety of green to 
include in our compositions! We also used the 
artistic principle of repetition to unify our work.  
(Henri loved repeating orange circles in his 
works.) !!
 We started by using a wash-like technique for the 
background. We included far-away trees in the 
middle ground. Lastly we painted a layer of 
animals in the foreground. They might be hiding! 
We learned a lot about good painting habits. We 
also learned two brush strokes that are very 
different techniques. Some of us tried double-
loading the brush for an interesting effect. 
These jungles look AMAZING!! !

-Mrs. Crepas, Art Teacher SD 80
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